V10235 Long-case clock with planetarium

1750-1800

h 246, w 53, d 32

Signed on zodiac ring 'DAMESSTARRE JNVENTOR'

By Dames Starre, Hoorn
The case consists of two sections made of mahogany. The upper case with ornaments holds the movement and opens at the front. The lower case holds the upper case and covers the weight and pendulum. 

The brass dial plate is painted with the four elements and contains two dials. The upper one has a silvered brass ring with an hour hand (I-XII), a minute hand (5-60, divided in 60 parts) and a seconds hand that uses the same numbers as the minute hand. The lower dial is 4.5 cm inside the case and has two silvered brass rings. The outer one shows the date (JANUARY-DESEMBER, divided in the number of days of the month) in anti-clockwise direction. The inner ring shows the signs of the zodiac (divided in twelve signs and each sign divided in 30 degrees). Six planets move in front of these rings. From inside to outside: Mercury, Venus, Earth (with the moon), Mars, Jupiter (with five moons) and Saturn (with ring and five moons).

The weight-driven movement has going and striking trains. Duration is a week. Striking is regulated by a count wheel on the back plate and occurs every quarter hour. The brass pendulum with brass plated lead bob regulates a verge escapement with a brass crown wheel. The pendulum is suspended on a thread and is approximately 1 m in length, the length of a so-called seconds pendulum. 

Starre, Dames

Little is known about this instrument maker, who worked in Hoorn and Haarlem in the second half of the 18th century. He was evidently a skilled clockmaker, because some clocks with ingenious chimes and planetariums are known. 
Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
